
8 The Milken Institute Review

Whites’ average household income
($61,000) still far outpaces that of blacks
($40,000), but the distributions greatly over-
lap. Some 12 percent of black households

earn more than $75,000, while more
than a quarter of white households
earn less than $25,000.

Well-off whites and blacks typically
reside in coastal metros that are not
magnets for migrants. Places with the
lowest white incomes are largely in the
Rust Belt, whereas poor blacks tend to
live in the Deep South.

The largest 1990s income gains
accrued to metros attracting new
households. For whites, these gains
went to Western “knowledge econo-
my” magnets, while black income gains
were most notable in Atlanta and a
handful of Texas cities.

The San Francisco Bay area and
greater Gotham are home
to a lot of affluent His-
panics and Asians. The
low-income maps are
quite different for each
group, though. The um-

brella Hispanic category includes significant
shares of Puerto Ricans in low-income met-
ros like Springfield, Reading and Buffalo. Low
income Asians are dispersed across the West.

minority” Asians are generally assumed

to be richer than blacks and Hispanics. Yet this stereotype overlooks the steady rise of

African-American professionals and the upward mobility of immigrant Latinos. By

the same token, not all Asians became wealthy from the dot-com boom, and the go-

go 1990s left many a white household behind.

Whitesand“model

b y  w i l l i a m  h . f r e y

c h a r t i c l e

BLACKSASIANS HISPANICSWHITES

80%

100%

40%

60%

0%

20%

$50K-74K
$75K-99K

$25K-49K
UNDER $25K

$100K+

RACIAL DIVIDES: HOUSEHOLD INCOME PROFLIES
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME FOR 1999, REPORTED IN CENSUS 2000



asians
Oklahoma City, OK
$44,862

Tucson, AZ
$48,460

Trenton, NJ
$106,865

San Jose, CA
$99,029

Monmouth-Ocean, NJ
$102,893

Nassau-Suffolk, NY
$102,464

Newark, NJ
$100,030

Madison, WI
$38,772

Fresno, CA
$48,038

Tacoma, WA
$46,519

hispanics
Las Cruces, NM
31,247

San Francisco, CA
$63,867

San Jose, CA
$67,012

Nassau-
Suffolk, NY
$66,085Washington, DC

$61,669
Springfield, MA
$28,815Reading, PA

$31,934

Brownsville, TX
$31,954

McAllen, TX
$31,370

Middlesex-
Somerset, NJ

$61,310

blacks

Hattiesburg, MS
$26,818

Orange County, CA
$63,019

San Jose, CA
$71,891

Nassau-
Suffolk, NY
$68,424

Middlesex-
Somerset, NJ

$69,532

Texarkana, TX
$26,475

Lafayette, LA
$25,687

Alexandria, LA
$26,300

Vallejo, CA
$57,986

Gadsden, AL
$26,969

Highest
Incomes

Lowest
Incomes

METROS WITH 
HIGHEST AND 
LOWEST AVERAGE
FAMILY INCOMES

whites
San Jose
$105,616

Newark, NJ
$92,282
Washington, DC
$92,204

San Francisco
$104,500

Bridgeport, CT
$91,369

Altoona, PA
$40,700

Johnstown, PA
$38,997

Huntington, WV
$39,840

Wheeling, WV
$40,242

Cumberland, MD
$39,066
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Metros with greatest changes in income
levels reflect the migration patterns of His-
panics and Asians within the US. The largest
Asian income gains occurred in New Econ-
omy magnets like Austin, Raleigh-Durham
and Dallas. Areas with the greatest Hispanic
income declines include mid-South cities that
attract low-skilled Latinos.

The vast majority (84 percent) of $100K-
plus households are white. But in metro New

York and Los Angeles, nonwhite minorities
comprise 28 percent and 36 percent of high-
income households, respectively. So, it should
not be surprising that Chicago and Boston
each have more white $100K households than
either of the biggest two melting-pot metros.

Fully one-third of all $100K black house-
holds are in DC, New York, Chicago, Atlanta
and Detroit. California is home to a far larger
share of Asian and Hispanic households than
any other, and its hold is especially strong
among those making $100K. The Golden
State, indeed.
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whites

8.4% of whites live in california
13.7% of all whites are rich

13.1% of rich whites
live in california

hispanics

27.3% of hispanics live in california
6.6% of all hispanics are rich

32.9% of rich hispanics
 live in california

asians

35.4% of asians live in california

19.9% of all asians are rich

39.0% of rich asians
 live in california

CALIFORNIA’S
SHARE OF 
THE ETHNIC 
POPULATION

B I L L  F R EY is a senior fellow in demography at the
Milken Institute.

blacks

6.6% of blacks live in california
5.8% of all blacks are rich

10.3% of rich blacks
live in california
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Washington, DC
     354,233

Boston
      402,061

Los Angeles
302,506

New York
     401,320

Orange
County
 19,694

Los Angeles
68,681 Miami 36,589

New York
      43,126

Washington, DC
61,897

Detroit
      29,618

Atlanta
31,960

New York
      61,699

San Francisco
31,426

Los Angeles
62,293

San Jose
50,134

New York
      43,492

Chicago
40,328

Chicago
      441,659Oakland

32,915

Chicago
      27,743

hispanics

asians

blacks

whites

WHERE THE 
RICH LIVE 
NUMBER OF 
FAMILIES WITH 
INCOMES OVER 
$100,000


