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Many communities have increased their
average commuting times over the 1990s –
apparently the consequence of urban sprawl.
Consider Merced, California, where workers
increased their commute from 17 to 26 min-
utes over the decade. Commuters in Atlanta,
America’s capital of sprawl, spend more than
a half-hour in transit – within striking dis-
tance of gridlock centers like New York,
Chicago and Washington.

Fewer than one in eight workers carpool. It
will surprise many to learn that California
metro areas stack near the top of the list in
carpool participation. Even Los Angeles, free-
way central, ranks above most other big cities.

Hardly anybody – 3 percent and declining –
walks to work. But there are exceptions inclu-
ding State College, Pennsylvania, and, of
course, New York City.

Telecommuting hardly registers on the
radar. The few exceptions include Santa Fe,
Boulder, Ashland (Oregon) and Santa Cruz.
And even in these places it’s likely that many
homebodies actually work at the local
Starbucks, where they can find a broadband
Internet connection.

Census 2000 didn’t ask whether respon-
dents fly to work, but estimates can be
gleaned from reports by those who work far
from home. Los Angeles, New York, Chicago,
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the long-commuting, gas-guzzling American is sup-

ported by newly released Census 2000 statistics, which show that three out of four

workers drive to work alone and spend an average of 25.5 minutes en route.
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San Francisco and Washington lead the jet-
set. For example, 1,027 LA County residents
say they work in Manhattan, while 537 Man-

hattanites work in LA. Will the day come
when telecommuting replaces long-distance
commuting? Not likely, as long as face-to-face
contact is essential – and of course, as long as
the winter sun shines in Laguna Beach and
trophy houses are for sale in the Hollywood
Hills.
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PERCENT
State College, PA 12.4
Jacksonville, NC 10.4
Iowa City, IA 10.0
New York, NY 9.3
Bloomington, IN 8.6

B I L L  F R E Y is a senior fellow in demography at the Milken
Institute and a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution
in Washington, DC. M

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 
WALKING TO WORK
AVERAGE = 2.9%
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9.1

Bremerton, WA
7.4

Stockton-Lodi, CA
7.3
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PERCENT
Santa Fe, NM 6.9
Boulder-Longmont, CO 6.4
Medford-Ashland, OR 5.6
San Luis Obispo CA 5.6
St. Cloud, MN 5.5

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 
TELECOMMUTING
AVERAGE = 3.3%

BIGGEST INCREASES IN COMMUTING TIME
AVERAGE = 3.1 MINUTES
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 Grand Forks, ND  15.1

  Dubuque, IA  15.5

   Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA  15.7

   Great Falls, MT  15.9

     Bismarck, ND  16.1

  Washington, DC  32.8

    Nassau-Suffolk, NY  33.0

      Monmouth-Ocean, NJ  33.8

       Newburgh, NY  34.0

                         New York, NY  38.9

SHORTEST

LONGEST

LONGEST AND SHORTEST COMMUTES

PERCENT
New York, NY 47.0
Jersey City, NJ 33.6
San Francisco, CA 18.8
Chicago, IL 12.5
Washington, DC 11.2

PERCENT
Salinas, CA 19.5
Brownsville-Harlingen-San Benito, TX 19.4
Honolulu, HI 19.4
Laredo, TX 19.3
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, TX 19.1

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 
CARPOOLING  AVERAGE = 12.2%

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 
TAKING PUBLIC TRANSIT 
AVERAGE = 4.7%


