
t h eg r i d

Gen era ti ons move in differen t
d i recti on s . G en Xers — bu i l d-
ing careers and “s et t l i n g
down” to the ex tent that this

n o tori o u s ly indepen dent gen era ti on
wi ll ever be ti ed to one place — a re bl a z-
ing new migra ti on tra i l s . The news is
that pri cey, gl i t z y, l i fe s tyl e - on ly citi e s
a re not cut ting it with Gen X, accord-
ing to the maze of m i gra ti on flows
ac ross state and metro de s ti n a ti on s ,
recen t ly rel e a s ed from the 2000 cen su s
for the 1995-2000 peri od .

Ot h er gen era ti ons provi de a back-
d rop. Ba by Boom ers are largely set t l ed
in lon g - term re s i den ce s , bef i t ting thei r
m i d dl e - a ged statu s — a l t h o u gh there is
s ome “to - i n g” and “f ro - i n g” a m on g
those who have one eye on reti rem en t .
For the pre - Boom er gen era ti on s , born
before 1945, reti rem ent is a pri m a ry
m i gra ti on con s i dera ti on . Those under
25 ye a rs old, who tend to make tra n s i-
tory, d i s c reti on a ry move s , h e ad to and
f rom co ll ege , to new jobs and of ten to
p l aces wh ere the social life is attractive
to young singl e s .

Yet , to get the truest pictu re of
wh ere the nati on’s econ omic opportu-
n i ties are em er gi n g, fo ll ow the recen t
m i gra ti on leads of G en X. In the 25-to -
39 age ra n ge , t h ey are running out thei r
s tring of “d i s c reti on a ry ” m ove s .
Foc u s ed more on career and family,
l on g - term em p l oym ent opportu n i ti e s
and amen i ties factor into their de s ti n a-
ti on s . G en X moves differ from the
m ore Sun Bel t , F l orida and Ari zon a -
ori en ted reti rees and older Ba by
Boom ers , and from the “cool city ” de s-
ti n a ti ons of the yo u n gest adu l t s .

Ra t h er, G en Xers sel ect a mix of
i n teri or and coastal states with metro
a reas known for their New Econ omy,
k n owl ed ge jobs and gen eral em p l oy-
m ent growt h , wi t h o ut the sting of h i gh
housing co s t s . In con trast to reti rem en t
m a gn ets like Flori d a , Ari zon a , Nevad a
and North Ca ro l i n a , wh i ch are attract-
ing large nu m bers of t h eir el ders , t h e
dominant de s ti n a ti on states for Gen
Xers are Geor gi a , Texas and Co l orado.

At l a n t a , D a llas and Denver are
a m ong the top four metro magn et s
( a l ong with Phoenix) for this gro u p.
Also attractive are the “tech i e” cen ters ,
Mi n n e a po l i s - S t . Paul and Se a t t l e , a s

well as growi n g, yet afford a ble place s ,
su ch as Las Vega s , Ch a rl o t te , N . C . ,
Port l a n d , O re . and Kansas Ci ty. Back
wh en they were this age , the more
a u d acious Ba by Boom ers were prone to
s el ect pri cey, co s m opolitan coa s t a l
a re a s . Two of t h e s e , Wa s h i n g ton , D. C . ,
and San Fra n c i s co, a re also on the list
of gaining de s ti n a ti ons for Gen Xers ,
t h o u gh low in ranking (No. 9 and No.
2 4 , re s pectively )

L a te Boom ers (35 to 44 ye a rs old)
s h a re Atlanta as their No. 1 de s ti n a ti on ,
but other Xer top ch oi ce s , Denver and
D a ll a s , a re furt h er down their list. Po s t -
Xer gen era ti on young adults (15- to 24-
ye a r- o l d s ) , s h a re Phoen i x , Atlanta and
Las Vegas with Xers , on their top 10 list
( ra n ked No s . 3 , 5 and 7). But they ten d
to be more Sun Belt and “fun city ” - ori-
en ted . Au s ti n , Texas and San Di ego lead
with gre a test migra ti on ga i n s , on a list
that also contains attractive co ll ege
towns both large (Bo s ton) and small
( Ann Arbor, Mi ch . ) .

Am ong co ll ege grad Gen Xers ,
coastal loc a ti ons tend to be more
a t tractive than for the gen era ti on as a
wh o l e . As i de from sharing a pen ch a n t
for Co l orado, and to a lesser ex ten t ,
Mi n n e s o t a , co ll ege grad Gen Xers head
for the pro s perous coa s t s , i n clu d i n g
t h eir No. 1 . de s ti n a ti on , Ca l i forn i a .
Af rican Am erican Gen Xers are parti a l
to the So ut h , fo ll owing a gen eral bl ack
m i gra ti on retu rn to this regi on . In con-
tra s t , de s ti n a ti ons among wh i te Gen
Xers are more balanced bet ween the
So uth and the We s t .

The gre a test exodus of G en Xers
occ u rs from places with high housing
costs or with stagn a ting econ om i e s .
New York state has bo t h , and leads all
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G E N E R ATIONAL MAG N E T S
Between 1995 and 2000, more Gen Xers move d
to Atlanta  than any other U.S. metro are a .

G R E ATEST GEN X METROPOLITAN MIGRATION GAINERS*
(NET DOMESTIC MIGRATION GAINS, 1995-2000)

Atlanta, GA MSA 9 8 , 0 1 9
Dallas, TX PMSA 5 8 , 7 7 4
Phoenix/Mesa, AZ MSA 5 5 , 7 7 4
D e n ve r, CO PMSA 5 3 , 7 9 5
Las Vegas, NV/AZ MSA 4 7 , 8 2 4
C h a r l o t t e / G a s t o n i a /
Rock Hill, NC/SC MSA 3 7 , 3 6 3
Po r t l a n d / Va n c o u ve r, OR/WA PMSA 3 4 , 6 9 6
Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN/WI MSA 3 4 , 2 0 4
Washington, DC/MD/VA/WV PMSA 2 9 , 5 9 7
S e a t t l e / B e l l ev u e / E ve rett, WA PMSA 2 7 , 2 0 1

G R E ATEST GEN X METROPOLITAN MIGRATION LOSERS*
(NET DOMESTIC MIGRATION GAINS, 1995-2000)

Los Angeles/Long Beach, CA PMSA - 8 3 , 0 1 3
New York, NY PMSA - 6 3 , 6 5 9
Miami, FL PMSA - 3 5 , 1 2 0
Honolulu, HI MSA - 2 3 , 3 1 6
San Diego, CA MSA - 2 2 , 1 0 5
N o r f o l k / Virginia Beach/
Newport News,VA/NC MSA -16,725
Pittsburgh, PA MSA -15,109
Buffalo/Niagara Falls, NY MSA -14,891
Boston, MA/NH PMSA -14,791
Nassau/Suffolk, NY PMSA -14,440
* among metropolitan areas greater than 500,000 population it
looks at the highlights of the changes in people’s spending habits.

S o u rce:  William H. Frey analysis  

GEN X: WHITES GEN X: COLLEGE GRADUAT E S

G E N E R ATIONAL PULL
A weather eye on Gen X gains and losses indicates hot “post-cool” areas.
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o t h ers in their loss of 154,000 Gen Xers
in the last half of the 1990s. Down s i z i n g
u p s t a te New York loc a l e s , Bu f f a l o, Syra-
c u s e , Roch e s ter and Al b a ny, toget h er lost
40,000 Gen Xers ; as well , the pri cey New
York metro regi on lost over 63,000.
Am ong the other attractive but ex pen-
s ive metros losing large nu m bers of Xers

were Los An gel e s , Mi a m i , Hon o lu lu and
San Di ego. ■

Wi lliam H. Frey is a dem o gra p h er at the
B rook i n gs In s ti tu tion and Re se a rch Pro-
fe s sor at the Un ivers i ty of Mi ch i gan Popu-
l a tion Studies Cen ter. His Web site is
w w w. f rey - d em o gra p h er. o rg
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